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In EPISTLES to a Friend. 
EPISTLE. IL oe ths 
Printed for J. Wilford, at the Three ' Flower-de-Luces, 
behind the Chapter-Houſe, in St. Paul's. 
Tͤrice One Shilling. ] 
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To the READE R. 


HE Author has been induced to publiſh 
theſe Epiſtles ſeparately for two Reaſons ; 
The one, that he might not impoſe upon the 
Publick too much at once of what he thinks incorrect; 

The other, that by this Method he- might profit of its 


Judgement on the Parts, in order to make the W bole 


beſs unworthy of it. 
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NOW then Thy-ſelf, prefame 
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The only OED of Mankind ; is Mar. 


| 6 STEM? 3 2: WET 13077 ©: 
04 Hat bins Roles tit boat) last . 
Plac'd on this Ithmus of a Middle State, 6 
A Being darkly wiſe, and rudely great: 
With too much Knowledge for the Sceptic Side, 
With too much Weakneſs for a Stoic's Pride, 


He hangs between; in doubt to act, or reſt, 


To deem himſelf a Part of God, or Beaſt; bag 
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Au norance, his Reaſon ,n 
Whether he thinks too little, or too mh e 
Chaos of Thought and Paſſion, all confus'd;; 
Still by himſelf abus d, or diſ-abus'd; 8 
Created half to riſe, and half 0 fall; 5 2 2 N - 1 
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Great Lord of all things, yet a Prey to all; „ 
Sole Judge of Truth, in endleſs Error hurl d: 
The Glory, Jeſt, and Riddle, of the World W 
Go wondrous 9 mount where Science guides, : ny 
Go meaſure Earth, weigh Air, and ſtate the Tides, 1 7 
Inſtr uct the Planets i in what Orbs WI | 


Correct old Time, 4 A and regula ate the Sun. © RE 
RN) . aste Io 9531” 7 } i 
Go ſoar with th Plato to t empyreal Sphere, - 


To the firſt Good, firſt Perfect, and firſt m_ 1 5 
Or tread the mazy routid his Follom' r trod, 


And quitting Senſe call Iwitkting Gd. 
As Eaſtern Prieſts in giddy Circles run? 
And turn their heads to imitateithe Sun 
Go, teach Eternal Wiſdem hom to rule: 


Then drop into Thy. ſchf and be 4 Fool! is 
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Söperior Beings, 1 be late tiny 40K BY WD: 
A mortal Man unfold all Nature's Lr ln "a * 
Admir d Tack Wiſdom i in an earthly — I ENS 


Aud ſhow'd a Nxwron as e ſhow an 25 
Could He who: taught each Planet where to cl 
r or fix; one Movement of the Soul? 
Who mark d'their Points, to riſe, and to aa 
Explain his own Beginning, or his End? b 
Alas what wender! Man's ſuperior Part 70 


- « Uncheck'd may rife, and climb from Art to Art; 
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But when his own great Work i is but begun, 

What Reaſon weaves, by Paſſion is _" 
"Two Principles in Human Nature reign; 

Self Love, to urge and Ne aſon to reſtrain; 

Nor this a good, nor chat a bad we call, 

Each works its end, to move, or 8 all: 

And to their Prop Operation ſtill L 

Aſcribe all: Good; to their improper, In. 3 
Sei. Love, the Spring of Motion, acts the Souls | 

Reafor s comparing Balance rules the whole; 

Man, but for that, no Alion could attend, 

And but for this, were active to 6 Edi. 

9170 Mp 8 | . 75 Fix'd 


FE 8: 1. 
Fired like a Plant on his peculiar Spot, nifl Wiege 


Io draw nutrition, propagate, Wants £2 [com J. 


Or Metcor-like: flame lawleſs:through the Void, imba 


, Dan others, by: himfelf deſtroy d N bak hy 


| Moſt Strength the moving Pringiple: requires, 500 
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Adive its Task, it prompts, impels, inſpires: Fe dt 


Sedate and quiet the comparing lies Hob hem og * 
Form d but to check, delib rate, and adviſe.i;! nishqzA 
Selk. Love ſtill ſtronger, as its Objects wmighs e 

f Reaſon's at diſtance and in proſpect lye: Dada} 


Reaſon, the future, and the conſequences L c 
Thicker than Arguments; Temptations throng; - wr 

At beſt more watchful this, but that more ſtroug.,\ v2, 
The Action of the ſtronger. to; ſuſpend, 008 & eig 20/7 


Reaſon ſtill uſe; to Reaſon ſtill. attend: 271 0110 W i115 
Attention, Habit and Experience; gains, 4 1111 01 HI 


Each ſtrengthens Reaſon and Self: Love, reſtrains. 
Let ſubtile Schoolmen teach theſe Friends 0 4 


More ſtadious to divide, than to unit 
And Grace and Virtue, Senſe and Reafon dpht, e 


With all the raſh Pexterty of Wit. it: 404 284 bak 
| | . a 


That lees immediate Good, by⸗ -preſent. Senſe, [ve 3170 i 


* 


Self. Love and Reaſon to c 
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wh, Wits, Juſt like Ebblez ut War about a aus Ak] 1168 


Have full as oft; b Meaning, or the Same.) v1 : ls 
oe End aſpire, 50 10 


Pain their Averſion, Pleaſure their Deſir es: oH 


But greedy that its Object would devour}i! 210i: 


"This taſte the Honey, and not wound che Blower: | Y 
Pleaſure, or wrong or rightly underſtood vi) 


Our grateſt Evil, or our greateſt God. 
Modes of Self-Love, the PASSION S wW²e e call; 2 
Tis real Good, or ſeeming, moves them all: 51008 
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But ſince not every Good we can — . ies 
And Reaſon bids us for! our 0wn provide; > 1643 1811 


| Paſlions tho' Selfiſh, if their Means hens, bz. Srl 


Liſt under Reaſon, and deſerve her Care: Ser 8 
Thoſe that imparted, court a nobler Aim . 
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Exalt their Kind, and take ſome al — vid) 
In lazy Apathy let Stoics boaſ tte 


Their Virtue fixid, tis fix d as in a Froſt ;: 
Contracted all, retiring to the Breaſt ; 1679 03 id 
But Strength of Mind is Exerciſe, not * along 


The riſing: Tempeſt puts in act the Soul, 2 Wh, 
Parts | it may ravage, but preſerves the we.” 6500 
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On Life s vaſt W y we fall, bi 4 
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| Reaſon the Card,\ but Paſſin is the Gale: 1 pak 
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Nor Gov alone in the {till Calm we Kad!!! Lats? 10 
He mounts the Storm, and Walks. upon;the W ind. nigh 4 
5 Paſſions, like Elements, tho born to 8 9 
; Yet mix'd and ſoften'd; i in His Work uhite: 1 
| Theſe, tis enough to temper. and emp M + | 5 t 
But what compoſes Man; can Man any 2 * 8 10 0 
| Suffice that Reaſon: keep to Nature's Road, 5 
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Subject, compound them, follow her, and oY 
Love, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleaſure's ſmiling Train 

Hate, Fear, and Grief, the Family of Fain; 

+ Theſe mix'd with Art, and to due Bounds abe, 
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; Make, and maintain, the Balance of the Mind: 

The Lights and Shades, whoſe. well- accorded Strife 
Gives all the Strength and Calowr of our. b 
| Pleaſures are ever in our Hands or Ryes, 

| And when in Act they ceaſe, in Proſpect I WY ziert 


Preſent to graſp, and future {till to fing 
The whole Employ of Body and of Mind. 
. 5 Al ſpread their Chartns, but charm not all alt; 51 

On diff rent Senſes att” rent Objedts, Strike: Yo TAIT” 
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: 11 E] Wo 
Kew diff rent Paſſio ns more or leſs inlame, . 
As ſtrong; or weak, che Organs of the kane, 
And henee one Maſter alf in the Breaſt, 

Like Auron s Serpent, fwallows up the reſt. 

As Man perhaps the moment of his Breath, 
1, . the lurking Principle of Death, 
I be young Diſeaſe that: muſt ſubdue at length, 
Grows withhis growthand ſtrengthens with his ſtren N 
So; caſt and tingled with his very Frame, 
The Mind's Diſeaſe, its ruling Paſſion came: 
Each vital Humour which ſhould-feed the whole, 
Soon flows to this; irt Body and in Soul; 
Whatever warms the heart," or fills the head. 
As the Mitid opens, and its Functions bs 
Imagination plies her dang' rous Art, 

And pours it all upon the peetant Part. 
Nuxe its Mother, Habit is its Nurſe; 
Mit, Spirlt, Furnllien but make it worſe; 
Reaſon itſelf but gives Edge and PoWi, wart 
As Heav'ns bleſt Beam turns Vinegar more ſow” T3 N 
We, wretched'Subj eds, tho to lawful Sway, | 


| In this weak Ween, ſome FLY rite * obey. 
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iÞa 12 1 355 d 
| Ah! if the lend: dot Arms: 45 vell as Rules fit 00 

i What can ſhe more than tell 1 we are Fools? i 26 
- Teach us to moutmn our» N ature, not to, mend 
A ſharp Hcciſer, but a helpleſs Friend! be esd NE l 11 
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Or from a Fudge turn Pleader, to Sete G 2/ 
The Choice we make, or juſtify. it made: 155 "4% $ 
Proud of: an eaſy Conqueſt all 0 gin Y * 


* 
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She but removes weak Paſſions for the ſtrong; 

So, when ſmall Humours gather to a Gout, .... — wes 
The Doctor fancies he has drivn em out. 2 9 
Test Natute x Roa wit Eper be prefer d; 47 1 
Reaſon is here no Guide, but {till a Guard & 
"Tis her's to-reflify, \not, overthrow, Ss Sag = 
And treat this Paſſion more as F riend than For e K 


Like varying Winds, by. other Paſſions toſt, it mA 111 
This drives them conſtant to a certain Coaſt. . bnA 
Let Pow'r or Knowledge, Gold, or Glory, 8 

Or (oft more ſtrong than all) the Love of aſc: 4B 
Thro' Life 'tis follow d, ev n at Life s Expence ;,, 
The Merchant's oil, che Sage's Indolence, He 
The Monk's Humility, the. Hero s Pride, r oVF 
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And all alike; find\Reaſon/on their fide.) brow ach g. 
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Grafts on this Paffion o ur beſt Principe 
© *Tis thus the Mercury f Man is fix d. 


Strong grows che Virtue with his Nass a bal | 
The Drofs'cements "what elſe were too 8 
And in one Int reſt Body acts with Mint. N 
As Fruits ungrateful to the Planterꝰ's care 7 oF 
On S eee e ektedk lern in bear ; /\ 
The ſureſt Virtues thus from Paſſions ſhoot; | // | 1K 
Wild Nature's Vigour working at the Root. 
What Crops of Wit and Honeſty appear, 
From Spleen, from — Hate or or Niet 
See Anger, Teal and Fortitude ſupply; Rau I 
Ev'n Av'rice, dene St leu, n 
Envy, to which th ignoble Mind's a be cv Jet 
Is Emulation in the Learn'd or Brave: 5 Ne 
Nor Virtue, Male or Female, can we name, 
But what or grows on Pride, or grows on G. 


Thus Mature gives us (let it check our * 
The Virtue neareſt to our Vice ally dd) 
Neqſas the Byas turns to Good from IIl, 

And Nero reigus a Titus, if he will. ML 
1d D 
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The fery Sol abe d in Guide, + AR th 05 Ar 

| In Decins charms, in Curtins i is divine no E110 
The fame Ambition can deſtroy or fave; 3011 "tidy e- 
And makes A Patriot as it makes a Knave: S v. 913 30 910 | 
This Ligb and Darkneſs in our Chaos join's Rd dT 
What ſhall divide?. The God within the Mind. 9 fi Be * 
Tho each by turns the other 's bound invade, as 


As in ſome wellavrought Picture: Ligand Shade; 10 
| And oft ſo mix, the diff- rence is too nice ' How} < HT 


Where ends the Virtue, or begins the Vice: 1 bli „ 
Fools who from hence 1 into the Notion fall, 10 r 
That Vice: or Virtue there 1 18 none at all. 015 219 £f101 1 
If white and blacks tus; ſoſted, and unite 427 
ere no black and Whites, 5 ml 
Ask your own „ Herz and nothing i is ſo plain; o Ni a 
"Tis to miſtake them, coſts the Time and Pain. A el 
Vice is a Monſter of ſo frightful mien! 
As, to be hated, needs but to be ſeen; oo w uti 
But ſeen too "oft, familiar with her Face, V eb T 
We firſt endure, then pity, then embrace. _ AT 
A Cheat! a Whoret. who ſtarts not at tlie Name: 


In all the Inns of Court, or x Drury Lane? wii bak 
But 


4. a KL 


A | * | 
: * bo g 
But where th Pin of was n er reed AN. 


Ak where's the North 8 * rt tis on * Toi 40 
In Scotland at the Ortaler, and there 923623 2% 05 ae 
At Greenland 2 emöla, or the Lord „ ales; 10 
No Creature owns it, in the firſt degree, 11 an 
But thinks his Neighbour farther gone than he. 
Ev n thoſe who dwelt beneath her way Zone blind 
Or never feel the Rage, ori never own 3 2 1 
What happier Natures ſhrink at with dee. 
The hard Haar contends i is _ 0. nv 


1232 


| Virtuous and e | &vry' Ma melt be, $1269 ebidt 


Few in t 1 ch Ertteme, but all in che degree: o HHH 
The Rogue and 001 by fits Bair ea 
And ev'n the beſt by fits what they _ il 
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"Tis but By Parts we 1 follow Good or Il, 
For, Vice or Virtde, „ Se, directs it ee of 58 
Each Individual AY a fevira Goal! 

Bat HEAP x 8 great View is One, and'that the Whol: 
That couritetworks"&ath Folly and 3 51 21e 
T hat "0 6i ints th Effeck of er a nol 
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Shame to'the Virgin," to the Matron Pride, - 2 9190 w "I. 


Fear to the Stateſmian;' ' Raſhneſs do the Chief; 5 11 
To Kings Pre ſumption, and to:Crovids Beli, 34 
That Virtue's Ends from Patity'ican raiſe, 11:5; 10 of 


Which ſeeks no Int" reſt, no-Reward but Prsiſe 10 


And builds on Wants, and on-Defe@s of 2 Te! 


The 90 oy, the Faun the Glory, of: Mankind: win 10 


Af 1 iN 18 dearecft 2 941536) " 4972 GORE N 
Heavy n forming' each on other to depend, belt off 
A Maſter, or a Servant, or a Friend, 


Bids each on other for Aſſiſtance . 


8 200 14 


Till one Man's Weakoeſs grows the Strength of a 4 
Wants, Frailtieg. Paſſiops, cloſer {till „„ 
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The Poor contents bim with the Care of Heaven.” 
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Ihe Sot a Hero, Lunatic a King, 
The ſtarving Chymiſt 1 in his golden Views 
Suprearaly bleſt; the Poet in his Muſe. 
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See! ſome ſtrange Comfort ev ry State attend, 
And Pride beſtow'd on all, a common Friend; 


See! ſome fit Paſſion ev'ry Age ſupply, 
Hope travels thro', nor _—_ us when we die. 
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Thoſe painted Cleuds that beautify our Days; 

Each want of Happineſs | by Hope ſupply'd, 

And each Vacuity of Senſe by Pride. 

Theſe build up all that Knowledge can deſtroy ; 

In Folly's Cup ſtill laughs the Bubble, Jo); 
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Collation : Folio,” pp. ii + I8; consisting of Half-title (with blank reverse) pp. i—ii; 
Title-page, as above (with blank reverse) pp. 1-2; Author's Address To the Reader 
(with blank reverse) pp. 34; and Text of Epistle II pp. 5—18. There are no head- 
lines, the pages being numbered centrally in Arabic numerals' between square 
brackets. The Signatures are A to E (5 sheets, each 2 leaves). The half-title is 


imposed upon the second leaf of Sig. E. doubled back over = four preceding 
sheets. 


This is the Third Edition of Epictle II. The types were again re-set ; the whole of the 
first line of the text was confined to one line of print, and fresh ornaments and 
initial letters were again introduced. The ornament upon the title-bage is a 
grotesque lion grasping crossed clubs, from either side of which springs a spray of 
flowers. At the head of page 5 is a block measuring 5} x I inches, representing 
a winged Victory supported by weapons of war and trophies of armour. The half- 
title is set in large types between thin rules, similar to those of the first edition. 
But neither 'types nor rules are identical with those of the princeps. The word 

on is much larger, and the space from the top of the upper to the bottom of the 
lower rule measures 7 inches. The leaves of the present copy, which are trimmed, 
measure 133 x 84 inches. 


A collation of the text of the three editions of Epistle IT reveals the fact that two 
obvious errors were allowed to creep into that of the Second. On page 11, line 19 
reads Reason itself but gives Edge and Pow'r”', in place of gives it Edge and 
Pow'r'; and on page 15 the word *disappoints' in the last line is mis-spelled 
« disapomnts, In the Third Edition this latter mistake was put right, but the 
missing it was still absent. In both instances the text of the First Edition is 
faultless. Upon first meeting with these errors one is tempted to jump to the 

conclusion that the edition in which they both occur is the earliest of the three, and 
that the edition with the clean text is the latest. But a moment's reflection serves 
to upset the argument and expose its fallacy, These books were brought out with 
the utmost care, and we know how the author laboured at perfecting his text. The 
ommission of the word it breaks up the quantity of the line, and it is inconceivable 
that Pope could have failed to notice the loss had the proof supplied to him been 
defective. The mistakes are clearly attributable to insuthcient supervision when the 
Second and Third Editions were at press. 


There is yet another feature, trifling in itself, which supports the claim of the First 
Edition to fill the place it occupies. In this edition the use of capital letters 1s 
orderly, and conforms to a regular system. In the Second Edition capitals and lower 
case letters appear to have been uncontrolled, and were evidently selected at the 
whim, or by the inattention, of the compositor. For example, on page 11, lines 
30—31, we have in the First Edition Body and Soul, Heart and Head, in the 
Second Edition we find * Body and Soul, heart and head.” Upon page 15 the com- 
positor's carelessness produced a more unhappy result. In the First Edition line 
12 reads Feu in th Extreme, but all in the Degree In the Second Edition it 

reads *Few in th Extreme, but all in the degree.“ The line is greatly weakened 
by the loss of emphasis enforced upon its closing word by the capital letter. These 
are but two instances out of many. The punctuation met with a like ill- treatment. 


